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   Underneath these dormant prairie grasses is a mix of soil
lichens and mosses, that create a “biocrust,” which protects the

exposed soil from erosion and helps retain moisture. These
important structures are pretty sensitive to being disturbed by

walking on them, and grow very slowly so treat them with
respect! 

Sun

Mars southwest after dusk 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon 
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

 §  Skies will be mostly clear this week, and with the moon
rising well after dark, look to the west after twilight ends and
you might be able to see the zodiacal light, a faint pyramid of

light that is reflected off of dust in our solar system well
outside our atmosphere. It’s most visible in the spring and fall.
 §  If you see a female mammal this time of year, chances are
pretty good that it's pregnant or will soon be. Deer mated last
fall, coyotes and foxes earlier this year and bobcats are in the

midst of their mating season right now.  
 §  Winter flocks are beginning to break up with longer days

and milder weather. Birds have spent the winter ignoring their
differences, joined into interspecies flocks for the common

purpose of finding food. But notice that more birds are singing,
finding their nesting territories and leaving those flocks behind.
 §  This is a good time to take pictures of vegetation along your
regular walks, taking care to remember where you took them
so that in coming weeks you can take more photos from the
same spots, documenting the progress out of dormancy that
will occur. Things will change weekly through March and April,
so start taking notes of the unfurling sequences of spring. 
 §  Some years, groups or “kettles” of turkey vultures return
this week from the Gulf of Mexico and Venezuela where they

spend the winter months. Will they this year?

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 09:11 PM 02:19 AM 08:30 AM 91%
Tuesday 10:23 PM 03:10 AM 09:00 AM 84%

Wednesday 11:36 PM 04:02 AM 09:31 AM 74%
Thursday       04:55 AM 10:07 AM 63%
Friday 12:49 AM 05:51 AM 10:47 AM 3rd Quarter

Saturday 02:00 AM 06:49 AM 11:34 AM 41%
Sunday 03:05 AM 07:47 AM 12:29 PM 30%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 05:56 AM 06:52 AM 06:14 PM 07:10 PM
Tuesday 05:55 AM 06:51 AM 06:15 PM 07:11 PM

Wednesday 05:53 AM 06:49 AM 06:16 PM 07:12 PM
Thursday 05:52 AM 06:48 AM 06:17 PM 07:13 PM
Friday 05:50 AM 06:46 AM 06:18 PM 07:14 PM

Saturday 05:49 AM 06:45 AM 06:19 PM 07:15 PM
Sunday 05:47 AM 06:43 AM 06:20 PM 07:16 PM
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