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     Tree roots provide sturdy doorways for these rodent or 
small mammal homes. Skunks, packrats, rabbits, opossums and
other critters can find both cold weather and predator 
protection amongst the sprawling roots of big trees. Like a tree 
trunk hole, once you have spotted it, you can set up a trail 
camera or an observation blind to see who emerges: 
sometimes more than one kind of animal shares a hole!           

Sun

Venus low SE at dawn; Mars S, Jupiter, Mercury SW after dusk 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon 
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

 §  Another fine hiking week awakes those who want to see
which animals are spending the winter here and what they are
doing. Things to look for include tracks around drought-lowered
waters, piles of feathers from unlucky birds, scat along the trail

(which reveals their diet), packrat and squirrel nests, beaver
and muskrat holes, insect eggs, fur on thorns and brush, mole
and pocket gopher mounds and tunnels, nibbled grass and wild
onion clumps, partially chewed hedge apples/ acorns, and more.
 §   Animals aren’t the only thing to observe: dry weather has
made most things go completely dormant but you can still see
green sedges, sporulating green mats of moss, purplish wild
raspberry canes, oaks that are still holding onto their leaves,

winter mushrooms, green rosettes of certain plants like mullein,
daisies, thistles, and more. 

 §  A few bird species such as the great horned owl have
started their mating season. If you hear a woodpecker

knocking on a metal gutter in coming weeks, it hasn't gone
crazy looking for overwintering bugs; it's noisily staking out its

breeding territory for all other woodpeckers to hear. And
speaking of birds, now is a good time to observe eagles along

the Kaw River and Clinton lake. See if you can see some fishing
below Bowersock dam, perched in the cottonwoods along the

river, or flying overhead.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 11:02 AM 05:04 PM 11:14 PM 32%
Tuesday 11:26 AM 05:45 PM       41%

Wednesday 11:50 AM 06:25 PM 12:12 AM
Thursday 12:15 PM 07:07 PM 01:10 AM 60%
Friday 12:43 PM 07:51 PM 02:08 AM 69%

Saturday 01:15 PM 08:38 PM 03:07 AM 77%
Sunday 01:53 PM 09:27 PM 04:07 AM 85%

1st Quarter

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:36 AM 07:36 AM 05:27 PM 06:27 PM
Tuesday 06:35 AM 07:35 AM 05:28 PM 06:28 PM

Wednesday 06:35 AM 07:35 AM 05:29 PM 06:29 PM
Thursday 06:35 AM 07:34 AM 05:30 PM 06:30 PM
Friday 06:34 AM 07:34 AM 05:31 PM 06:31 PM

Saturday 06:34 AM 07:33 AM 05:32 PM 06:32 PM
Sunday 06:33 AM 07:32 AM 05:33 PM 06:33 PM
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