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The fading sky-blue color of Pitcher’s sage, Salvia azurea,
makes any prairie walk a delight these days. Note the pretty
gray moth/butterfly who also finds the blossom attractive.

Leave a comment at www.kawvalleyalmanac.com if you think
you can identify it!

   Sun              
   Venus E at dawn; Mars E, Jupiter, Saturn S after dusk 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

Nature Notes  
 §  Tuesday is the fall equinox, when the sun crosses the

celestial equator in the sky, with its path moving south toward
the Tropic of Capricorn, 23.5o south of the equator, which it
reaches on December 21st. This means that the length of

daylight continues to get progressively shorter and the sun is
lower in the sky at noon, cooling temperate and polar latitudes

into fall, then winter. Most plants go dormant, many animals
either migrate or adapt to colder temperatures as they have

been doing for literally billions of years.  
  §  Fall is nature’s planting time, when fruits and seeds and
next year’s buds grown with the spring and summer’s solar

energy are ripened and made ready to survive the drought and
cold of the winter months.  

 §  This week will continue our yellow extravaganza of plentiful
sunflowers (Kansas has 11 species), goldenrods (14 species),

bidens (6) and silphium (4). Blooming asters, the last great wave
of flowers for the year (22 species) are increasing and will last

until the killing freezes of October and November.  
 §  Fall migrations are picking up speed, with increasing numbers of
monarchs, migrating dragonflies, wetland shorebirds, grackle flocks,
fall warblers, vireos and nuthatches being reported passing through.

This week should be perfect for checking them out first hand! 

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 12:04 PM 05:15 PM 10:20 PM 27%
Tuesday 01:16 PM 06:12 PM 11:04 PM 38%

Wednesday 02:23 PM 07:09 PM 11:54 PM 1st Quarter
Thursday 03:23 PM 08:06 PM       61%
Friday 04:14 PM 09:01 PM 12:50 AM 71%

Saturday 04:58 PM 09:53 PM 01:51 AM 80%
Sunday 05:35 PM 10:42 PM 02:52 AM 88%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:16 AM 07:08 AM 07:18 PM 08:20 PM
Tuesday 06:17 AM 07:09 AM 07:17 PM 08:18 PM

Wednesday 06:18 AM 07:09 AM 07:15 PM 08:16 PM
Thursday 06:19 AM 07:10 AM 07:13 PM 08:15 PM
Friday 06:20 AM 07:11 AM 07:12 PM 08:13 PM

Saturday 06:20 AM 07:12 AM 07:10 PM 08:11 PM
Sunday 06:21 AM 07:13 AM 07:09 PM 08:10 PM
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