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This sawtooth sunflower provides a camouflaged hook-up
hangout for these soldier beetles, beneficial predators who eat
a wide range of agricultural pests, including the small spotted
cucumber beetle who must be a little nervous, lurking behind

the sunflower disk—look closely!  

   Sun              
   Venus E at dawn; Mars E, Jupiter, Saturn S after dusk 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

Nature Notes  
 §  Another 16 minutes of daylight lost this week. With

moonless skies, this week is a good time to look for the
zodiacal light, a faint cone of light seen after dusk and before

dawn. Caused by dust in the the plane of the solar system, it is
most visible around the equinoxes, which comes next week. 
  §  It’s the time of year when woolly bear caterpillars start

showing up, crossing the roads and pathways, with some folks
saying that you can tell how hard a winter lies ahead by the
width of the black band. There are plenty of other insects to

watch, too, and insectivorous birds are busy eating, gaining wait
before many of them migrate south for the winter. 

 §  Yellow carpets of bidens line many roads and wetlands
these days. Others now blooming: annual and perennial

sunflowers, goldenrods, eupatorium, asters, Pitcher's sage,
gentian, and spiranthes/lady’s tresses. Woodlands: white snake
root and yellow woodland sunflowers. Ragweeds are joined by

indiangrass and bluestem pollinating. 
 §  It’s a great time to look at the sky to see a range of birds:
floating turkey vultures, living streams of grackles, perhaps

some pelican flocks migrating through and so on. When will the
big flocks of seagulls arrive?

 §  This week should be a good one to collect native seeds.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 03:25 AM 10:55 AM 06:16 PM 11%
Tuesday 04:37 AM 11:51 AM 06:55 PM 4%

Wednesday 05:51 AM 12:46 PM 07:29 PM New Moon
Thursday 07:05 AM 01:39 PM 08:02 PM 0%
Friday 08:20 AM 02:32 PM 08:33 PM 3%

Saturday 09:35 AM 03:25 PM 09:06 PM 8%
Sunday 10:50 AM 04:20 PM 09:41 PM 17%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:09 AM 07:01 AM 07:30 PM 08:31 PM
Tuesday 06:10 AM 07:02 AM 07:28 PM 08:30 PM

Wednesday 06:11 AM 07:03 AM 07:26 PM 08:28 PM
Thursday 06:12 AM 07:04 AM 07:25 PM 08:26 PM
Friday 06:13 AM 07:05 AM 07:23 PM 08:25 PM

Saturday 06:14 AM 07:06 AM 07:21 PM 08:23 PM
Sunday 06:15 AM 07:07 AM 07:20 PM 08:21 PM
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