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Liatris, or gayfeather, comes in
several varieties, but they are all
beginning to emerge. Note that
the blooms start at the top of
the stalk and work their way
DOWN, so the blooming ring

shown at the top in this photo
on the left will move down the
stalk in coming weeks. Sharing

blooming this week include
prickly poppy, vervain, stiff and

other various sunflowers,
rattlesnakemaster and a variety
of mints. Sideoats grama and

eastern gamagrass are
producing seed, while other

prairie tallgrasses are beginning
to shoot up their seedheads.

Keep an eye on the many ashy
sunflowers ready to bloom at Prairie Park Nature Center!

   Sun              
   Venus E, Mars SE at dawn, Jupiter, Saturn SE after dusk 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

Nature Notes  
 §  This week is largely moonless, and a great week for

admiring the night summer constellations and a special treat in
the evening skies: the first comet in many years you can see
with the naked eye!  Look to the northwest right at the end of
dusk, using a pair of binoculars to spot the comet with a visible
tail pointing back to the right and up, then see if you can see it

without your binoculars. You can still see it before sunrise if
you want, too: check spaceweather.com for locating maps for

either before dawn or after dusk: good luck!
 §  If a female cottonwood lives near you, you don't have to be
told that they are shedding their tufts of cotton, floating on the
surface of the water to spread their seed downstream/wind. 
 §  The nights of katydids, treefrogs, and lightning bugs are in
their prime; a great time to hang out on the porch or take a

walk to enjoy their presence. Many animals have become
nocturnal to beat the heat, so if you are in the country, drive

slow to see who might cross the road in front of you.     
 §  Along roadsides, crown vetch and clovers are winding down
and musk thistle is spreading seed. Another invasive, teasel is
getting ready to bloom while sumac is setting on seedheads.

Collect them and soak them to make "sumac-ade," which
tastes a lot like lemonade & has lots of vitamin C. 

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 01:15 AM 07:42 AM 02:18 PM 45%
Tuesday 01:41 AM 08:24 AM 03:16 PM 35%

Wednesday 02:08 AM 09:08 AM 04:16 PM 26%
Thursday 02:40 AM 09:54 AM 05:17 PM 18%
Friday 03:17 AM 10:45 AM 06:18 PM 10%

Saturday 04:01 AM 11:38 AM 07:19 PM 5%
Sunday 04:52 AM 12:34 PM 08:15 PM 1%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 05:02 AM 06:06 AM 08:46 PM 09:59 PM
Tuesday 05:03 AM 06:07 AM 08:46 PM 09:59 PM

Wednesday 05:04 AM 06:08 AM 08:45 PM 09:58 PM
Thursday 05:05 AM 06:08 AM 08:45 PM 09:57 PM
Friday 05:06 AM 06:09 AM 08:44 PM 09:56 PM

Saturday 05:07 AM 06:10 AM 08:43 PM 09:56 PM
Sunday 05:08 AM 06:11 AM 08:43 PM 09:55 PM

http://www.kawvalleyalmanac.com/

