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Spiderwort has begun to grace area prairies with its mostly blue
3-petaled blossom that only blooms one day or so only to be 
replaced by another opening blossom in the cluster of buds. 
The ornamental Wandering Jew is also in the Tradescantia 
genus, and its 3 petaled flowers look almost identical. Bumble 
bees frequent these blossoms and mammals eat the leaves. 

   Sun              
   Venus, Mercury W at dusk; Mars, Saturn, Jupiter E at dawn 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

Nature Notes  
 §  During this coming last week of May, brightly colored prairie

phlox joins spiderwort, New Jersey Tea, salsify, oxeye daisy,
yellow sweet clover, puccoon, antelopehorn milkweed, evening
primrose and the wild indigoes. This year is slower with the
parade of wildflowers opening anew each week, so expect a
great month ahead for checking out new blooming species

each week in June, too. 
 §  A trail along the Kaw and its floodplain forest, dominated by

towering cottonwoods, is a great place to take a walk as it is
home to upwards of 60 bird species this time of year. The

Baker/Wakarusa wetlands can host even more types of birds
than that. Nighthawks have returned to downtown: listen for

their peenting calls after dark as they hunt flying insects.
 §  Frogs and toads will benefit from the rains: look for
tadpoles. This is the middle of birthing season for bats,

muskrats, skunks, bobcats, woodchucks and beavers. Turtles
are laying eggs, skinks and snakes are breeding, and chiggers
are out. Have you seen the first lightning bug yet? They are
becoming plentiful in the rural area hay fields and prairies.

 §  Brome grass is shooting up seedheads, so if you are allergic
to windblown pollen, expect to notice it in your nose and eyes

in coming weeks!

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 08:15 AM 03:56 PM 11:37 PM 10%
Tuesday 09:12 AM 04:51 PM       17%

Wednesday 10:14 AM 05:46 PM 12:27 AM 27%
Thursday 11:21 AM 06:40 PM 01:12 AM 37%
Friday 12:30 PM 07:33 PM 01:51 AM 1st Quarter

Saturday 01:40 PM 08:24 PM 02:25 AM 61%
Sunday 02:50 PM 09:14 PM 02:57 AM 72%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 04:56 AM 06:00 AM 08:36 PM 09:48 PM
Tuesday 04:55 AM 05:59 AM 08:36 PM 09:49 PM

Wednesday 04:54 AM 05:59 AM 08:37 PM 09:50 PM
Thursday 04:54 AM 05:58 AM 08:38 PM 09:51 PM
Friday 04:53 AM 05:58 AM 08:39 PM 09:52 PM

Saturday 04:52 AM 05:57 AM 08:39 PM 09:53 PM
Sunday 04:52 AM 05:57 AM 08:40 PM 09:53 PM
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