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These prickly pear cactus pads are transitioning from the red, 
dehydrated state they adopt to get through the winter, re-
hydrating into their greener, fleshier pads. Note the reddish 
fruit is also dehydrated. This week’s rains will speed up these 
processes, as the moisture will dramatically green up cool 
season grasses and reduce the danger of wind-driven grassland
fires. March has more easterly winds than any other month.

 Sun              
             Venus W at dusk; Mars, Saturn, Jupiter E at dawn 

Live outside the Lawrence area? Get rise and setting times, moon
data where you live at: https://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/

Nature Notes  
 §  This week, see if you can hear a frog, see a goose, see a

maple tree blooming, taste a wild onion leaf and smell a crocus.
 §  If you have had itchy eyes of late, it is quite likely due to the
wind-driven eastern red cedar pollen. This native juniper has
male and female plants, with the male trees producing ample
pollen this time of year to fertilize the females, which produce
the little round blue juniper berries in the fall. Elms and maples
are also producing wind-blown pollen to produce their seeds

later in the spring.
  §  March showers create conditions that are ideal for

indirectly observing animal activities through their tracks in the
mud, before the growing vegetation and biting critters make it
harder to find a good footprint. Take a picture and look online

for a good match if you're not sure what it is. 
 §  Choose a native woodland such as around Clinton Reservoir
or Douglas County State Lake, and take weekly walks between
now through April and watch the emerging wildflower leaves

and blossoms. Take a camera and a friend--you won't regret it! 
 §  Daylight Savings Time isn’t the only reason our evenings are
light; we will gain 15 minutes of daylight during this week alone.
Many nesting and mating behaviors of birds and some other
animals’ horomones are triggered by the longer photoperiod.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 07:32 PM 01:13 AM 07:59 AM Full Moon
Tuesday 08:47 PM 02:08 AM 08:33 AM 100%

Wednesday 10:02 PM 03:02 AM 09:06 AM 96%
Thursday 11:16 PM 03:55 AM 09:39 AM 90%
Friday       04:49 AM 10:14 AM 81%

Saturday 12:27 AM 05:43 AM 10:53 AM 71%
Sunday 01:37 AM 06:38 AM 11:35 AM 3rd Quarter

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:44 AM 07:40 AM 07:22 PM 08:19 PM
Tuesday 06:42 AM 07:38 AM 07:23 PM 08:20 PM

Wednesday 06:41 AM 07:37 AM 07:24 PM 08:21 PM
Thursday 06:39 AM 07:35 AM 07:25 PM 08:22 PM
Friday 06:38 AM 07:34 AM 07:26 PM 08:23 PM

Saturday 06:36 AM 07:32 AM 07:27 PM 08:24 PM
Sunday 06:34 AM 07:31 AM 07:28 PM 08:25 PM
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