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You can hardly look at a flower for more than a few minutes before a 
pollinator or other insect comes to visit this time of year. Whether it is a 
native bee approaching a rattlesnakemaster flower like the photo above, a 
beetle, a butterfly, ant, wasp, fly, moth or spider, flowers this time of year 
are where the action is, and if you have a camera, take a picture so you 

can identify the critter (and/or flower) at your leisure. 

  
Sun               Jupiter S, Saturn SE after dusk  

Nature Notes   
 §  Ashy sunflowers are on the verge of opening, as perennial 
sunflowers will begin to dominate the blooms of August and 

September. Prairie wildflowers currently blooming in northeast 
Kansas this week include liatris/gayfeather, ironweed, showy 
partridge pea, coreopsis, tick trefoil, field mint, wild petunia, 
illinois bundleflower, compassplant, gray coneflower, purple 

prairie clover, whorled milkweed, beebalm, slender mountain 
mint and euphorbia corollata. 

  §  Spiderwebs are thick along woodland trails, requiring you to 
carry a stick if you don’t want to become festooned with 

gossamer from the webs. Cicadas and katydids are still going 
strong—check online websites to see how many different kinds 

you can identify by their songs.  
 §  This week is the Douglas County Free Fair; check out the 
schedule to see the animals, crops, food, sewing projects, 

music, demolition derby and so much more at the Fairgrounds 
on the east side of town. If you are out of town/can’t make it, 

then the Vinland Fair begins August 8. 
 §  On the nuisance side, chiggers and ticks are still going 

strong and hedge parsley flowers have matured into seeds that 
velcro to your clothes and animal fur.  Invasive Queen Anne’s 

lace and teasel are ripening their seeds while sericea lespedeza 
is flowering and honeysuckle berries are growing.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 03:32 AM 11:04 AM 06:39 PM 9%
Tuesday 04:29 AM 12:05 PM 07:39 PM 3%

Wednesday 05:35 AM 01:07 PM 08:33 PM New Moon
Thursday 06:47 AM 02:08 PM 09:20 PM 0%
Friday 08:01 AM 03:06 PM 10:01 PM 3%

Saturday 09:16 AM 04:02 PM 10:38 PM 9%
Sunday 10:29 AM 04:55 PM 11:11 PM 18%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 05:18 AM 06:18 AM 08:35 PM 09:45 PM
Tuesday 05:19 AM 06:19 AM 08:34 PM 09:44 PM

Wednesday 05:20 AM 06:20 AM 08:33 PM 09:43 PM
Thursday 05:21 AM 06:21 AM 08:32 PM 09:41 PM
Friday 05:22 AM 06:22 AM 08:31 PM 09:40 PM

Saturday 05:23 AM 06:23 AM 08:30 PM 09:39 PM
Sunday 05:24 AM 06:24 AM 08:29 PM 09:38 PM
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