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A cluster of shiny new cottonwood leaves unfurl, with a pinkish blush like 
newborn children, until they infuse with bright green chlorophyll in the 
coming spring days. The much deeper pinkish reds in the background 
come from a stand of redbuds, which adorn the woods along with the 
greening haze of developing elm and maple seeds: emerging colors of a 
spring before the sudden flush of real leaves that will come soon.         

  Sun                     
                                        Mars low west at dusk,  

Saturn, Jupiter south, Venus in the east at dawn 

Nature Notes                            

 §  Woodland wildflowers continue to bloom, as dutchman’s 
breeches are beginning to fade some while trout lilies, cutleaf 

toothwort and spring beauties increase. Buckeye blossom 
stalks are on the verge of blooming, while papaws are blooming 
their fly-attracting flowers. Make an effort this week to get out 
to explore woodland wildflowers in native oak-hickory forests 

around Clinton and elsewhere—you won’t regret it! 
  §  Redbud blooming season is finally upon us. See how much 
variation you can find, ranging from deep red to pink to white 

in color.  
 §  Area prairies are still slow to emerge from their winter 

dormancy and recent burns. Wood betony/lousewort, 
buttercups and prairie violets have emerged but have not 

begun to bloom yet: will you see the first blossoms this week? 
A good place to look is the Prairie Park Nature Center at 27th 

and Harper. You can see goldenrods, daisy rosettes, native 
grasses just emerging at the Baker Wetlands along with an ever 

changing parade of birds passing through, too.
 §  Turtles are emerging, many birds are setting up nests, bats 
are arriving, raccoons, squirrels, moles, foxes and coyotes are 
bearing young and the morning is full of birdsong. The renewal 

of spring is in full swing.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 03:43 PM 10:39 PM 04:47 AM 81%
Tuesday 04:55 PM 11:32 PM 05:24 AM 89%

Wednesday 06:07 PM       05:59 AM 96%
Thursday 07:18 PM 12:25 AM 06:33 AM 99%
Friday 08:28 PM 01:16 AM 07:06 AM Full Moon

Saturday 09:37 PM 02:08 AM 07:41 AM 98%
Sunday 10:44 PM 03:01 AM 08:18 AM 94%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 05:49 AM 06:44 AM 07:58 PM 09:01 PM
Tuesday 05:47 AM 06:43 AM 07:59 PM 09:02 PM

Wednesday 05:46 AM 06:41 AM 08:00 PM 09:03 PM
Thursday 05:44 AM 06:40 AM 08:01 PM 09:04 PM
Friday 05:42 AM 06:38 AM 08:02 PM 09:06 PM

Saturday 05:41 AM 06:37 AM 08:03 PM 09:07 PM
Sunday 05:39 AM 06:36 AM 08:03 PM 09:08 PM
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