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Walking with a camera in prairie grasses this time of year is a great way to 
capture beautiful abstract patterns. Here amongst the tousled hair-like 

waves of dormant prairie grasses are last year’s ashy sunflower stalks, a 
patch of snow and a red twig of a prairie rose. The tallgrass prairie is 
adorned with beauty year-round: don’t forget to witness the winter 

beauties that await you right now!  

  Sun                      Mars SW at dusk,  
Saturn, Jupiter, Venus in the east before sunrise 

Nature Notes                            

 §  Fog and mist are when the clouds touch the ground: it’s a 
special time for walking. The quality of sound changes as it 
moves through the floating liquid droplets: don’t miss your 

chance to listen to what it says. Foggy days are also harbingers 
of spring, becoming more frequent in February and March when 

the ground is colder than the air. 
 §  The Baker/Wakarusa Wetlands south of Lawrence have lots of 
trails that can be accessed from the Discovery Center parking lot 
reachable by driving south on Michigan Street from 31st street, or 
from parking in lots located along the Wakarusa River on both E. 

1400 Road and Haskell/Road 1055. 
  §  During warm days this week, look at the top of maple and 

elm trees to watch for signs of opening flower buds. Check 
snowdrop flowers to see when the first blossom shows itself.  

 §  Morning walks provide a hard frozen surface for walking 
while afternoon walks are softer as the ground thaws in the 

sunshine—except on the shady north side of tree lines. When 
nights warm some, listen for earthworms rustling the leaves. 
 §   Deer are munching on tree twigs and green bunches of 
wild onions to survive the winter. So are rabbits and some 

rodents. Squirrels are eating hedge apples, acorns and more 
frequently bird seed as food in the wild dwindles.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 10:54 AM 05:37 PM       37%
Tuesday 11:27 AM 06:25 PM 12:28 AM 1st Quarter

Wednesday 12:04 PM 07:16 PM 01:31 AM 58%
Thursday 12:48 PM 08:12 PM 02:35 AM 68%
Friday 01:40 PM 09:11 PM 03:40 AM 78%

Saturday 02:40 PM 10:12 PM 04:43 AM 87%
Sunday 03:49 PM 11:15 PM 05:42 AM 94%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:19 AM 07:17 AM 05:53 PM 06:51 PM
Tuesday 06:18 AM 07:15 AM 05:54 PM 06:52 PM

Wednesday 06:17 AM 07:14 AM 05:56 PM 06:53 PM
Thursday 06:16 AM 07:13 AM 05:57 PM 06:54 PM
Friday 06:15 AM 07:12 AM 05:58 PM 06:55 PM

Saturday 06:13 AM 07:11 AM 05:59 PM 06:56 PM
Sunday 06:12 AM 07:09 AM 06:00 PM 06:57 PM
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