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How do insects make it through the winter?  It’s very complicated, as 
many undergo a deep hibernation-like suspension of activity called 

diapause, which can be accompanied by migration to a warmer climate 
where they survive as adults, like the monarch butterfly, or in larval/egg 
stages in cocoons/galls in leaf litter or other protections like this mantid 
egg case. Even if all adults die, their eggs must be resistant to the cold, 
dry conditions of our winter—insects are truly highly evolved creatures! 

  Sun                      Mars SW at dusk,  
Jupiter, Venus in the east before sunrise 

Nature Notes
 §  Lots of owls, hawks, falcons and eagles in the area right 
now. This is the perfect time to learn how to tell them apart, 
either with a good book, an Audubon app, plus a good pair of 

binoculars. 
 §  Check out the Baker Wetlands Discovery Center and 
adjoining wetlands, in addition to Clinton Lake to see the 

aforementioned big birds, plus geese, ducks, great blue herons 
and other waterfowl.  

  §  It’s warm enough that last week I saw some spider 
gossamer between some stalks of prairie grass, though I only 
saw two active spiders on a 10 minute walk this way. If you 

want to look for some, face the low-in-the-sky sun, then look 
down into some tall grasses for some horizontal strands of 

gossamer going between two stalks of grass/wildflower stalks. I 
didn’t see any other insect activity, but moths show up after 

dark on windows surprisingly early in the year.  
 §   Prickly pear cacti are pretty deflated with a ruddy color 
that keeps them alive with minimal photosynthesis. They are 
scattered in area prairies, or you can see some next to the 

parking area at Prairie Park Nature Center. 
 §   Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Jayhawk Audubon’s 

Eagles Day Jan. 19 8:30-4 at Bill Mills Middle School.

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum/Phase
Monday 08:47 AM 01:48 PM 06:53 PM 2%
Tuesday 09:26 AM 02:35 PM 07:49 PM 6%

Wednesday 10:00 AM 03:20 PM 08:45 PM 11%
Thursday 10:30 AM 04:03 PM 09:42 PM 18%
Friday 10:59 AM 04:46 PM 10:39 PM 26%

Saturday 11:27 AM 05:28 PM 11:37 PM 34%
Sunday 11:54 AM 06:11 PM       44%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:38 AM 07:39 AM 05:14 PM 06:16 PM
Tuesday 06:38 AM 07:39 AM 05:15 PM 06:17 PM

Wednesday 06:38 AM 07:39 AM 05:16 PM 06:18 PM
Thursday 06:38 AM 07:39 AM 05:17 PM 06:19 PM
Friday 06:38 AM 07:39 AM 05:18 PM 06:20 PM

Saturday 06:38 AM 07:39 AM 05:19 PM 06:21 PM
Sunday 06:37 AM 07:38 AM 05:20 PM 06:22 PM
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