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Here’s an interesting winter mushroom growing on the trunk of an eastern 
red cedar tree—any mycologists out there know what species this is? 
This is a great time of year to find and identify shelf mushrooms and 

other woody species that grow on decaying wood, and this week’s 
weather should be ideal for a walk in the woods. 

 

  Sun                      Mars SSW at dusk,  
Mercury, Venus in the east before sunrise 

Nature Notes
 §  This Friday is Winter Solstice, and on this longest night of 
the year, the night is 14 hours, 34 minutes from sunset Friday 
night to sunrise the following morning. On this day, the sun 

rises and sets around 28o SOUTH of due east/west, and is only 
27.6o up from the south horizon at noon, while at summer 

solstice it is around 28o NORTH of due east/west at 
sunrise/sunset and is 71.3o up from the horizon at noon.  

 §  Because the sun is so low in the sky at noon, it’s a good 
time to look NORTH and see how deep blue the sky is this 

week. Also, because the sun is so low, if we get a rain shower 
to the north, you can actually see a rainbow at high noon. 

  §  Good solstice activities: to look out your car window for 
the white bark of sycamore trees which line many valley 
creeks, enjoy the coppery prairie grasses on the ridges, 

observe the oaks that hang onto their leaves all winter long. 
Count the number of hawks perched on fenceposts and 

telephone poles, look for turkey flocks in fields and bald eagles 
in the sky. Take care to see the deer and say a prayer for each 

animal who didn't make it across the road.  
 §  Unlike the low sun, this week’s moon is very high in the sky, 

making the full moon one of the brightest of the year. 

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 01:54 PM 08:18 PM 01:49 AM 67%
Tuesday 02:25 PM 09:05 PM 02:51 AM 76%

Wednesday 02:59 PM 09:56 PM 03:55 AM 84%
Thursday 03:39 PM 10:51 PM 05:02 AM 91%
Friday 04:25 PM 11:50 PM 06:11 AM 97%

Saturday 05:20 PM       07:19 AM 100% Full Moon
Sunday 06:23 PM 12:51 AM 08:24 AM 100%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:35 AM 07:33 AM 05:00 PM 06:06 PM
Tuesday 06:35 AM 07:34 AM 05:00 PM 06:07 PM

Wednesday 06:36 AM 07:34 AM 05:01 PM 06:07 PM
Thursday 06:37 AM 07:35 AM 05:01 PM 06:08 PM
Friday 06:37 AM 07:36 AM 05:02 PM 06:08 PM

Saturday 06:38 AM 07:36 AM 05:02 PM 06:08 PM
Sunday 06:38 AM 07:36 AM 05:03 PM 06:09 PM
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