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Most leaves have come down, giving a wintry look to the trees in our area. 
Look at sunflower and other seedheads for edible seeds to see how 

important it is to put out winter bird feeders where you live. It looks like 
overwintering food will be on the short side, judging by how frequently I’ve 

been refilling my bird feeder this early in the winter—how about you? 
Speaking of which, it’s not to late to sign up at either feederwatch.org or 

birdcount.org to report which species visits your feeders this winter.

 
Sun                        Saturn SW, Mars S at dusk,  

Venus rising in the east shortly before sunrise 

Nature Notes
 §   Snow geese are starting to arrive at Loess Bluff National 

Wildlife Preserve along the Missouri River, while there are plenty 
of ducks and other waterfowl at Clinton and the Wakarusa 

Wetlands. Eagles have been spotted in the area as well--keep 
an eye on the sky.

 §  With the Full Moon this week, it’s a good time for an after 
dark stroll to see what you can see and here. With mild 

daytime temperatures, it’s actually a good time for a walk, day 
or night, especially on a full stomach! 

  §  Box turtles spend the winter by burrowing into sand, leaf 
mold and light soils, while their aquatic cousins: snapping 

turtles, sliders and painted turtles bury themselves in mud.
 §  Honeysuckle is an invasive shrub that can overrun native 
understory vegetation in area woodlands. It has bright red 

berries this time of year and is eaten and spread by 
overwintering birds. Now is a good time to cut out the berry-

laden shrubs before the birds spread the seed.
 §  Winter is a good time to study lichens, when other plants 

have mostly gone dormant. Mosses are also a good winter pastime, 
watching for the emerging sporophyte structures that release 

reproductive spores.  

Day Moon rises  South Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 03:25 PM 09:42 PM 03:05 AM 82%
Tuesday 03:56 PM 10:29 PM 04:06 AM 89%

Wednesday 04:29 PM 11:19 PM 05:10 AM 95%
Thursday 05:06 PM       06:17 AM 99%
Friday 05:49 PM 12:12 AM 07:25 AM 100% Full Moon

Saturday 06:39 PM 01:08 AM 08:33 AM 99%
Sunday 07:36 PM 02:07 AM 09:39 AM 95%

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:11 AM 07:08 AM 05:04 PM 06:09 PM
Tuesday 06:12 AM 07:09 AM 05:03 PM 06:08 PM

Wednesday 06:13 AM 07:10 AM 05:03 PM 06:08 PM
Thursday 06:14 AM 07:11 AM 05:02 PM 06:08 PM
Friday 06:15 AM 07:12 AM 05:02 PM 06:07 PM

Saturday 06:16 AM 07:13 AM 05:01 PM 06:07 PM
Sunday 06:17 AM 07:14 AM 05:01 PM 06:06 PM
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