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Most annual and perennial sunflowers are shorter this year in response to 
the hot, dry summer. But consecutive rains, while inadequate to end the 
drought, have synchronized the flowering stages of most of the sunflower 
tribe so that they are ALL blooming. And many have been more prolific in 

the number of flowers produced, a stress response for many plants. 
Hopefully the seeds produced will provide overwintering species with 

adequate food supplies to survive our upcoming winter.

 Sun               Saturn S, Jupiter SW, Mars SE at dusk, 
Venus low west at sunset 

Nature Notes
 §  Asters are beginning to bloom in earnest with the passing of 
the autumnal equinox, and it's fun to count the various white, 

pinks and purple species whose name in Latin means "star," an 
appropriate description of the compound flowers that form 
floral constellations in area prairies until first frost. Perennial 

sunflowers, eupatorium, Pitcher's sage, euphorbia and gentians 
continue, with many goldenrods still going strong as well.

 §  Look for migration to increase this week, including a variety 
of seagulls, herons, shorebirds, teal, coots, and turkey vultures. 
Blackbird flocks continue to get bigger and you can still watch 
chimney swifts go down the courthouse chimney downtown 

after sunset. “Kettles” or groups of migrating hawks have also 
been spotted in the area, so keep an eye to the sky this week 

to spot migratory flocks both big and small.   
  §  This is a good time to check for seeds of many grasses and 
wildflowers to see if they have produced viable ones that can 
be collected despite the drought. Some seeds will continue to 
develop in the coming weeks: fall is nature’s planting season.

 §  Grasshoppers, butterflies, beetles, dragonflies, praying 
mantids, etc will continue to be very active this weeks as will 

spiders, birds, frogs and other predators.

Day Moon rises Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 07:27 PM 12:41 AM 06:32 AM 99% Full Moon
Tuesday 07:56 PM 01:25 AM 07:32 AM 100%

Wednesday 08:26 PM 02:10 AM 08:33 AM 99%
Thursday 08:58 PM 02:56 AM 09:35 AM 95%
Friday 09:34 PM 03:44 AM 10:39 AM 90%

Saturday 10:14 PM 04:35 AM 11:43 AM 83%
Sunday 11:00 PM 05:28 AM 12:48 PM 74%

Moon 
south

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:17 AM 07:10 AM 07:14 PM 08:17 PM
Tuesday 06:18 AM 07:11 AM 07:13 PM 08:15 PM

Wednesday 06:19 AM 07:12 AM 07:11 PM 08:14 PM
Thursday 06:20 AM 07:13 AM 07:09 PM 08:12 PM
Friday 06:21 AM 07:14 AM 07:08 PM 08:11 PM

Saturday 06:22 AM 07:14 AM 07:06 PM 08:09 PM
Sunday 06:23 AM 07:15 AM 07:05 PM 08:07 PM
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