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Because of the drought, this compass plant has yet to send up a flower 
stalk, but it is easier to see why it is called a compass plant. Its large 

leaves are mostly oriented along the north-south axis, which in this case is 
horizontal in this picture. This plant’s orientation didn’t develop to guide 
humans in their treks through the prairie landscapes of yore The north-

south bias minimizes leaf exposure to the sun at mid-day, reducing 
transpiration of moisture from the leaves; a handy adaptation in years like 

this one.  

 Sun                      Saturn, Jupiter SW at dusk, 
Mars in E after dark; 

Venus west just after sunset 

Nature Notes
 §  Will last week’s rain be enough to save area crops? Firstly, 

the rain was spotty. Secondly, there is so little subsoil moisture 
that it will take many inches of steady rain to restore water 
very deeply. Hopefully we will get a decent beginning to that 

process with more rain this week.   
  §  Not only are chiggers back; seed ticks, some almost too 

small to see, are multiplying in many areas.  Take a shower and 
check yourself carefully after a walk in the fields and woods.  

  §  Rains will hopefully be enough to bring on a flush of 
flowers, including the sunflowers, bidens, bonesets, goldenrods, 
more ironweed, and eventually the asters will begin. Insects of 

all kinds love to meet up on the disk flowers and other 
composite flowers this time of year to eat, mate and also get 
eaten. There’s lots of action in August flowers—don’t miss it!

 §  August is a great time to observe some pretty special 
insects: butterflies. One of the more common groups of 

butterflies this time of year are called skippers: there are many 
species and it’s fun to try to sort them out. Another great 

insect group are the dragonflies and darners, of which there are 
also many species, and it’s great fun to try to have one land 

close to you long enough to take a picture so you can identify 
it: good luck!

Day Moon rises Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 09:04 AM 03:40 PM 10:06 PM 5%
Tuesday 10:13 AM 04:31 PM 10:40 PM 11%

Wednesday 11:20 AM 05:20 PM 11:13 PM 19%
Thursday 12:24 PM 06:08 PM 11:45 PM 29%
Friday 01:26 PM 06:56 PM       39%

Saturday 02:27 PM 07:43 PM 12:19 AM 49% 1st Quarter
Sunday 03:24 PM 08:31 PM 12:56 AM 59%

Moon 
south

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 05:34 AM 06:32 AM 08:18 PM 09:26 PM
Tuesday 05:35 AM 06:33 AM 08:17 PM 09:25 PM

Wednesday 05:36 AM 06:34 AM 08:15 PM 09:23 PM
Thursday 05:37 AM 06:35 AM 08:14 PM 09:22 PM
Friday 05:38 AM 06:36 AM 08:13 PM 09:20 PM

Saturday 05:39 AM 06:37 AM 08:11 PM 09:18 PM
Sunday 05:40 AM 06:38 AM 08:10 PM 09:17 PM
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