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Salsify, oyster plant and goat's beard are common names for
Tragopogon dubius, a Eurasian import that has become naturalized
not unlike the much more common dandelion, which it superficially
resembles with its yellow flower and much larger round seedhead

that distributes its seeds with the wind. Other blooming wildflowers
this week include sensitivebrier, prickly pear cactus, yellow and

white sweet clover, white wild indigo, penstemons, delphinium, oxeye
daisy, cinquefoil, prairie phlox, spiderwort, prairie rose, various
milkweeds, evening primrose, blackberry and Deptford pinks.

Sun 
Venus E, Saturn SW at dawn; 

                Jupiter south after dusk 

  Nature Notes
 §  The next couple of weeks are prime prairie wildflower

viewing season, so do yourself a favor and take advantage of
the good weather and check them out. In addition to wetlands
and Prairie Park Nature Center, you can visit Akin Prairie, KU
Field Station Rockefeller Prairie Trail, Clinton Sanders Mound

and Grant-Bradbury Park in Topeka. 
 §  With many ponds, creeks and rivers full, it's good to note

that frogs are in their prime, turtles are laying eggs, and many
fish species are spawning. Now is a good time to look for

crawdads and their little volcano-like nests, and waterfowl are
raising their young amongst cattails and marshy backwaters.
 §  Mammals are super busy this time of year too as birthing
season for bats, muskrats, skunks, bobcats, woodchucks and

beavers continue while deer are also raising young.
§  Birds are probably at their most vocal and colorful right now;
the best time to hear and observe them is probably the early
morning, with plentiful food to feed their young back at the

nest. Speaking of which, the worms have been thick due to the
recent rains, and waterbugs, spittle bugs, and lightning bugs are
easily found. The first hackberry butterflies have emerged and

unfortunately, chiggers are also out! 

Day Moon rises Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 05:13 PM 10:53 PM 03:57 AM 88%
Tuesday 06:09 PM 11:37 PM 04:27 AM 93%

Wednesday 07:04 PM 05:01 AM 97%
Thursday 07:58 PM 12:22 AM 05:37 AM 99%
Friday 08:51 PM 01:09 AM 06:16 AM 100% Full Moon

Saturday 09:41 PM 01:56 AM 07:00 AM 99%
Sunday 10:27 PM 02:44 AM 07:48 AM 96%

Moon 
south

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 04:50 AM 05:56 AM 08:43 PM 09:57 PM
Tuesday 04:49 AM 05:56 AM 08:44 PM 09:58 PM

Wednesday 04:49 AM 05:55 AM 08:44 PM 09:59 PM
Thursday 04:49 AM 05:55 AM 08:45 PM 09:59 PM
Friday 04:48 AM 05:55 AM 08:46 PM 10:00 PM

Saturday 04:48 AM 05:55 AM 08:46 PM 10:01 PM
Sunday 04:48 AM 05:55 AM 08:47 PM 10:01 PM
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