
Kaw Valley Almanac
April 17 - 23, 2017

w  ww.kawvalleyalmanac.com    twitter: @KVAlmanac

Last year's compassplant leaves lie bleached out on the ground,
while the new compassplant leaves emerge at their base. As

woodland flowers begin to start to wind down, spring is emerging on
the prairie, with hoary puccoon, wood betony and spring beauties
already blooming while other forbs are leafing out, getting a head
start on the warm season grasses that will be greening up soon as

well. 

Sun 
                                   

 Venus low E at dawn; 
Jupiter southwest, Saturn SSW at dawn 

  Nature Notes
 §  You can still get in on some woodland flowers including

newly opening buckeye blossoms and May apple flowers, but
this week many trees continue to unfurl their new leaves,

which, along with leafy shrubs, will shade out the flowers, which
is why they are also called "spring ephemerals."  Elms and
maple seeds continue to develop and will soon start to fall,
while redbuds are leafing out and growing their seed pods.
 §  With the rains, morel season might continue but will be

hard to find because of all of the leaves--and ticks. Rain also
means mud, which means that you can track lots of animals by

their footprints. Look for those volcano-like crawdad nests.
 §  More signs of spring's progression: in addition to frog calls,

listen to find out if you can hear different types of owl calls and
coyotes after dark. Keep an eye out for moths, and if you're

lucky you'll get to see the light green wings of the luna moth. 
§   Celebrate Earth Day at South Park on Saturday 11:30-4pm,

but grab a friend and a camera and head to Prairie Nature Park
or Baker Wetlands or another natural area to really enjoy!

§  Now is a good time to locate wild strawberries, which are
currently blooming, in order to pick the ripe berries later in

May.   

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 05:45 AM 06:41 AM 08:00 PM 09:04 PM
Tuesday 05:43 AM 06:39 AM 08:01 PM 09:05 PM

Wednesday 05:42 AM 06:38 AM 08:02 PM 09:06 PM
Thursday 05:40 AM 06:37 AM 08:03 PM 09:07 PM
Friday 05:39 AM 06:35 AM 08:04 PM 09:08 PM

Saturday 05:37 AM 06:34 AM 08:05 PM 09:10 PM
Sunday 05:35 AM 06:33 AM 08:06 PM 09:11 PM

Day Moon rises Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 12:58 AM 06:03 AM 11:08 AM 66%
Tuesday 01:46 AM 06:51 AM 11:58 AM 57%

Wednesday 02:30 AM 07:40 AM 12:52 PM 47% 3rd Quarter
Thursday 03:12 AM 08:29 AM 01:51 PM 37%
Friday 03:50 AM 09:18 AM 02:51 PM 27%

Saturday 04:27 AM 10:08 AM 03:55 PM 18%
Sunday 05:03 AM 10:58 AM 05:01 PM 10%
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