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Take weekly walks in a native oak hickory woodland in March and
April and watch the emerging wildflower leaves and blossoms.  

Sun                                    
         Venus, Mars SW in evening; 

Jupiter southwest, Saturn SSE at dawn 

  Nature Notes
 §   March is one of the best months to look for animal tracks
as it is typically either muddy or snowy or both. Look around
water sources like ponds, pools in streambeds and rivers, as
well as animal trails in either the woods or fields. It's a lot
easier to identify them with easier access to cameras and

images from the internet. Don't forget to put on your detective
hat and see if you can figure out what the animal was doing:

foraging, hunting, getting a drink, in a pack or solitary.  
 §   Find a log covered with moss in a woodland and return to it
every day and you'll probably get to see the moss sporulating,
or sending up slender threadlike setas topped with with spore

capsules. Make for nice photos, even time lapse series.
 §  Prickly pear cacti, dessicated and discolored from the harsh
winter conditions, are rehydating, thickening and greening back

up. Watch them perk up this week. 
 §  It's predicted to get down into the low 20s Monday and

Tuesday nights, which will kill flowers and subsequent fruit on
fruit trees. Doesn't bode well, but if you have fruit trees, you

might try to protect the blossoms that have already opened up.
 §  Despite the light snow and possible light rain predicted, we
are still short of moisture to the point of Douglas County and
points east being in moderate drought--unless you were in the

path of the downpour last week.

Day Gets light Sunrise Sunset Gets dark
Monday 06:38 AM 07:35 AM 07:27 PM 08:22 PM
Tuesday 06:36 AM 07:34 AM 07:28 PM 08:23 PM

Wednesday 06:35 AM 07:32 AM 07:29 PM 08:24 PM
Thursday 06:33 AM 07:30 AM 07:30 PM 08:25 PM
Friday 06:32 AM 07:29 AM 07:31 PM 08:26 PM

Saturday 06:30 AM 07:27 AM 07:32 PM 08:27 PM
Sunday 06:29 AM 07:26 AM 07:33 PM 08:28 PM

Day Moon rises Moon sets % Illum. Phase
Monday 08:42 PM 02:03 AM 08:17 AM 99%
Tuesday 09:41 PM 02:49 AM 08:48 AM 95%

Wednesday 10:38 PM 03:33 AM 09:20 AM 90%
Thursday 11:34 PM 04:18 AM 09:52 AM 84%
Friday 05:02 AM 10:26 AM 76%

Saturday 12:29 AM 05:48 AM 11:03 AM 68%
Sunday 01:23 AM 06:34 AM 11:43 AM 59%
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